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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-14, 16, 18-23, 25, 27-29, 31-32, 34-35 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swope et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in 
view of Bauer et al (5,859,900 hereinafter Bauer). 

Regarding claims 1, 10, 19, 28, 31, and 34. Swope teaches a method for billing 
for telephone services (see column 1 wherein called party given flexibility to direct 
charges of collect call services to another account), comprising: 
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receiving, from the calling device, a destination line number for processing a call 
(see col. 3 lines 5-6 wherein calling party calls a destination number); 

loading a profile for a line subscriber of the destination line number, wherein the 
profile comprises a line subscriber billing plan for the destination line number (see col. 3 
lines 6-10 wherein upon approval of the called party, reverse billing of the telephone call 
from an account owned by the called party other than the account associated with the 
destination number, see col. 4 lines 38-48 wherein the profile for the called subscriber is 
check to determine type of billing allowed. For example, if the dialed number is not in 
database, the call is completed using normal billing methods (i.e. direct billing, credit 
card, calling card, collect charging, an operator, or coins). If the dialed number is valid, 
database is queried to see if calls are permitted to the destination number. For example 
col. 5 lines 9-10 teach, Line Information Database (LIDB) is queried to determine profile 
for the dialed number (i.e. collect calling denied to this line number); and 

responsive to detecting an answer to the call at a destination device accessible 
via the destination line number, authenticating an identity of a callee (i.e. called party) 
receiving the call (see col. 3 lines 6-10 wherein called party gives approval, col. 5 
Iines19-31 wherein a brief announcement played to called party for Customer 
Identification and Verification (CIV), col. 5 lines 36-37 reveal that speech verification 
may also be used for prompting and collecting information relating to collect call, col. 7 
lines 27-33 discloses called party prompted for CIV, col. 8 lines 6-7 disclose using voice 
recognition of called party); 
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replacing the line subscriber billing plan with a callee (i.e. called party) billing plan 
associated with the authenticated identity of the callee (i.e. called party), such that the 
called party receiving the call is billed for services requested by the called party for the 
call (see col. 3 lines 5-15 wherein called party approves billing of telephone call to an 
account owned by the called party to an account not associated with the destination line 
number). 

Swope discloses that telephone service billed to the callee (i.e. called party) is 
accessible at a plurality of destination devices (see col. 1 lines 52-55). 

Swope does not "first" authenticate an identity of the called party using voice 
utterance (see Applicant's remarks on page 22, second to last paragraph wherein 
Applicant's contend that Swope does not "first" determine the identity of called party 
before providing alternate billing, of paper number 8, Amendment "B", dated 3/24/04). 
The Examiner notes the Swope indeed verifies called party by using voice recognition 
(see Swope col. 8 lines 6-7). 

Bauer also teaches a system and method for reverse billing wherein the called 
party verified either before or after receipt of call (col. 2 lines 1-3) providing the called 
party the ability to terminate call without charge (col. 2 lines 18-21, col. 6 lines 24-47). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope to first verify if called party will 
accept the telephone call as taught by Bauer for the benefit of allowing the called party 
the ability to terminate the telephone call without being charged. 
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Regarding claims 2,11, and 20. Swope teaches using voice recognition of called 
party (see col. 8 lines 6-7). 

Regarding claims 3, 5, 12, 14, 21 , and 23. Swope teaches telephone device 
equipped with telephone swiper (reader), a bar code scanner, an automated biometric 
reading device or the like reading on initiating authentication from the telephone device 
located at subscriber's premises equipment (col. 5 lines 38-53). Swope further 
discloses the invention may be applied to any consuming group (col. 6 lines 34-36) 
having premises based telecommunications system or a telecommunications provider 
may provide the service to customers allowing the called party to maintain ownership 
and control of the charged account. 

Regarding claims 4, 1 3, and 22. Swope teaches the identity of the called party at 
intermediary device (see 10 figure 1). 

Regarding claims 7, 16, and 25. Swope teaches controlling at least one 
particular service (see collect call service controlled by called party col. 1 lines 57-62). 

Regarding claims 9, 18, and 27. Swope teaches billing the callee (see col. 3 
lines 6-10 wherein called party gives approval) for an order (see col. 3 lines 6-10 
wherein called party approves the order (i.e. collect call) may be billed to another 
account associated with called party). 

Regarding claims 29, 32, and 35. Swope shows accessing billing information for 
storage system (see database 52 figure 2) within a trusted telephone network (see 
trusted telephone network 10 figure 1 ) containing database 52 shown in figure 2. 
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2. Claims 6, 15, 24, 30, 33, 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Swope et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Bauer et al 
(5,859,900 hereinafter Bauer) further in view of Reto et al (5,825,857 hereinafter Reto). 

Regarding claims 6, 15, 24, 30, 33, and 36. Swope in view of Bauer fails to show 
service provider within an intermediary device. 

Reto teaches a method and system for validation hubbing wherein authorization 
request is sent to the hubbing system (abstract, 400 figure 4). Reto teaches a validation 
hubbing system that provides centralized protocol translation for all validation messages 
sent between any two networks and transport links between the network and the 
hubbing system (col. 3 lines 12-29). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Bauer to use 
validation hub as taught by Reto providing for a centralized translation hub that allows 
any two connected networks validate messages with each other regardless of the 
protocols each uses as taught by Reto (col. 3 line 20). 

3. Claims 8, 17, 26, 47-48, 51-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Swope et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Bauer et al 
(5,859,900 hereinafter Bauer) further in view of Kamil (4,706,275) 
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Regarding claims 8, 17, 26, and 47-48. Swope teaches a method for billing for 
telephone services (see column 1 wherein called party given flexibility to direct charges 
of collect call services to another account), comprising: 

receiving, from the calling device, a destination line number for processing a call 
(see col. 3 lines 5-6 wherein calling party calls a destination number); 

loading a profile for a line subscriber of the destination line number, wherein the 
profile comprises a line subscriber billing plan for the destination line number (see col. 3 
lines 6-10 wherein upon approval of the called party, reverse billing of the telephone call 
from an account owned by the called party other than the account associated with the 
destination number, see col. 4 lines 38-48 wherein the profile for the called subscriber is 
check to determine type of billing allowed. For example, if the dialed number is not in 
database, the call is completed using normal billing methods (i.e. direct billing, credit 
card, calling card, collect charging, an operator, or coins). If the dialed number is valid, 
database is queried to see if calls are permitted to the destination number. For example 
col. 5 lines 9-10 teach, Line Information Database (LIDB) is queried to determine profile 
for the dialed number (i.e. collect calling denied to this line number); and 

responsive to detecting an answer to the call at a destination device accessible 
via the destination line number, authenticating an identity of a callee (i.e. called party) 
receiving the call (see col. 3 lines 6-10 wherein called party gives approval, col. 5 
Iines19-31 wherein a brief announcement played to called party for Customer 
Identification and Verification (CIV), col. 5 lines 36-37 reveal that speech verification 
may also be used for prompting and collecting information relating to collect call, col. 7 
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lines 27-33 discloses called party prompted for CIV, col. 8 lines 6-7 disclose using voice 
recognition of called party); 

replacing the line subscriber billing plan with a callee (i.e. called party) billing plan 
associated with the authenticated identity of the callee (i.e. called party), such that the 
called party receiving the call is billed for services requested by the called party for the 
call (see col. 3 lines 5-15 wherein called party approves billing of telephone call to an 
account owned by the called party to an account not associated with the destination line 
number). 

Swope discloses that telephone service billed to the callee (i.e. called party) is 
accessible at a plurality of destination devices (see col. 1 lines 52-55). 

Bauer also teaches a system and method for reverse billing wherein the called 
party verified either before or after receipt of call (col. 2 lines 1-3) providing the called 
party the ability to terminate call without charge (col. 2 lines 18-21 , col. 6 lines 24-47). 

However, Swope in view of Bauer fail to show routing call to service provider 
associated with the destination number. 

Kamil teaches using a special exchange owned by service provider, see column 
3 wherein a party wishes to make a telephone call, he uses the nearest available 
phone, removes the handset and dials a special exchange (i.e. traveler phone service 
exchange). After dialing the special exchange the caller is prompt for identifying code 
and the called number he wants to call. Once caller validated the special exchange 
decrements the subscriber's balance as the telephone progresses. In other words, 
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Kamil provides special exchange enabling for prepayment for telephony calls which can 
be made from any telephone or from dedicated public telephone (col. 6 lines 6-8). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Bauer to use a special 
exchange as taught by Kamil for the benefit of having the service provider own and 
control the special exchange thereby allowing any telephone to be used when making 
the call. 

Regarding claim 51. Swope shows accessing billing information for storage 
system (see database 52 figure 2) within a trusted telephone network (see trusted 
telephone network 10 figure 1) containing database 52 shown in figure 2. 

Regarding claim 52. Swope in view of Bauer fail to show service provider used 
for billing. 

Kamil teaches using a special exchange owned by service provider, see column 
3 wherein a party wishes to make a telephone call, he uses the nearest available 
phone, removes the handset and dials a special exchange (i.e. traveler phone service 
exchange). After dialing the special exchange the caller is prompt for identifying code 
and the called number he wants to call. Once caller validated the special exchange 
decrements the subscriber's balance as the telephone progresses. In other words, 
Kamil provides special exchange enabling for prepayment for telephony calls which can 
be made from any telephone or from dedicated public telephone (col. 6 lines 6-8). 
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It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Bauer to use a special 
exchange as taught by Kamil for the benefit of having the service provider own and 
control the special exchange thereby allowing any telephone to be used when making 
the call. 

4. Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Swope 
et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Bauer et al (5,859,900 hereinafter Bauer) 
and Kamil (4,706,275) further in view of O'Neil (6,226,364). 

Regarding claim 49. Swope in view of Bauer and Kamil fails to show request for 
a fund transfer. 

O'Neil teaches method and system for providing prepaid and credit-limited 
telephone services wherein an announcement is played to the originating station or to 
the terminating station indicating that the credit limit has been exceeded (col. 5 lines 52- 
62, col. 15 lines 27-37). In response, an alternate payment source, such as credit or 
debit bank account, may be received for continuing the communication, and the cost 
associated with continuing the communication may be charged to the alternate payment 
source. 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Bauer and Kamil to use 
announcement as taught by O'Neil for the benefit of prompting the originating and 
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terminating device for an alternate payment source so that communication may 
continue. 

5. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swope 
et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Bauer et al (5,859,900 hereinafter Bauer) 
and Kamil (4,706,275) further in view of Block (5,960,416). 

Regarding claim 50. Swope in view of Bauer and Kamil fails to show purchasing. 

Block allows subscribers the ability to pay for other products or services 
purchased or billed through his or her account (col. 3 lines 24-26, col. 32 line 32 - col. 
33 line 52). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Bauer and Kamil to 
incorporate the real time subscriber billing system as taught by Block for the benefit of 
allowing subscribers to pay for purchases which are ordered by phone. 

6. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-14, 16, 18-23, 25, 27-29, 31-32, 34-35 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swope et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in 
view of Infosino (6,327,346). 

Regarding claims 1, 10, 19, 28, 31, and 34. Swope teaches a method for billing 
for telephone services (see column 1 wherein called party given flexibility to direct 
charges of collect call services to another account), comprising: 
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receiving, from the calling device, a destination line number for processing a call 
(see col. 3 lines 5-6 wherein calling party calls a destination number); 

loading a profile for a line subscriber of the destination line number, wherein the 
profile comprises a line subscriber billing plan for the destination line number (see col. 3 
lines 6-10 wherein upon approval of the called party, reverse billing of the telephone call 
from an account owned by the called party other than the account associated with the 
destination number, see col. 4 lines 38-48 wherein the profile for the called subscriber is 
check to determine type of billing allowed. For example, if the dialed number is not in 
database, the call is completed using normal billing methods (i.e. direct billing, credit 
card, calling card, collect charging, an operator, or coins). If the dialed number is valid, 
database is queried to see if calls are permitted to the destination number. For example 
col. 5 lines 9-10 teach, Line Information Database (LIDB) is queried to determine profile 
for the dialed number (i.e. collect calling denied to this line number); and 

responsive to detecting an answer to the call at a destination device accessible 
via the destination line number, authenticating an identity of a callee (i.e. called party) 
receiving the call (see col. 3 lines 6-10 wherein called party gives approval, col. 5 
Iines19-31 wherein a brief announcement played to called party for Customer 
Identification and Verification (CIV), col. 5 lines 36-37 reveal that speech verification 
may also be used for prompting and collecting information relating to collect call, col. 7 
lines 27-33 discloses called party prompted for CIV, col. 8 lines 6-7 disclose using voice 
recognition of called party); 
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replacing the line subscriber billing plan with a callee (i.e. called party) billing plan 
associated with the authenticated identity of the callee (i.e. called party), such that the 
called party receiving the call is billed for services requested by the called party for the 
call (see col. 3 lines 5-15 wherein called party approves billing of telephone call to an 
account owned by the called party to an account not associated with the destination line 
number). 

Swope discloses that telephone service billed to the callee (i.e. called party) is 
accessible at a plurality of destination devices (see col. 1 lines 52-55). 

Swope does not "first" authenticate an identity of the called party using voice 
utterance (see Applicant's remarks on page 22, second to last paragraph wherein 
Applicant's contend that Swope does not "first" determine the identity of called party 
before providing alternate billing, of paper number 8, Amendment "B", dated 3/24/04). 
The Examiner notes the Swope indeed verifies called party by using voice recognition 
(see Swope col. 8 lines 6-7). 

Infosino teaches method and apparatus for setting user communication 
parameters wherein voice identification of users are used to setup customized services 
(abstract). For example, a sample voice pattern of each user using particular device 
(see calling device 100 and called device 120 figure 1) is stored so that when one or 
more persons are using particular device the communication parameters or device 
settings are changed via recognizing voice sample (col. 1 lines 13-54). Of course, 
Infosino discloses verifying called party when call made to the called party terminal (see 
col. 4 lines 26-34 wherein activation of user device 100 may be performed when 
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attempting to establish communication with user device 120 or when receiving 
communication attempt from the user device 1 20). In other words, Infosino uses voice 
utterance to enable/disable services available to users using devices 100 and 120 
shown in figure 1. 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope to use voice utterance as taught 
by Infosino for the benefit of providing customized service based on an identity of user 
as taught by Infosino (col. 1 lines 21-22). 

Regarding claims 2, 1 1 , and 20. Swope teaches using voice recognition of called 
party (see col. 8 lines 6-7). 

Regarding claims 3, 5, 12, 14, 21 , and 23. Swope teaches telephone device 
equipped with telephone swiper (reader), a bar code scanner, an automated biometric 
reading device or the like reading on initiating authentication from the telephone device 
located at subscriber's premises equipment (col. 5 lines 38-53). Swope further 
discloses the invention may be applied to any consuming group (col. 6 lines 34-36) 
having premises based telecommunications system or a telecommunications provider 
may provide the service to customers allowing the called party to maintain ownership 
and control of the charged account. 

Regarding claims 4, 1 3, and 22. Swope teaches the identity of the called party at 
intermediary device (see 10 figure 1). 
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Regarding claims 7, 16, and 25. Swope teaches controlling at least one 
particular service (see collect call service controlled by called party col. 1 lines 57-62). 

Regarding claims 9, 18, and 27. Swope teaches billing the callee (see col. 3 
lines 6-10 wherein called party gives approval) for an order (see col. 3 lines 6-10 
wherein called party approves the order (i.e. collect call) may be billed to another 
account associated with called party). 

Regarding claims 29, 32, and 35. Swope shows accessing billing information for 
storage system (see database 52 figure 2) within a trusted telephone network (see 
trusted telephone network 10 figure 1) containing database 52 shown in figure 2. 

7. Claims 6, 15, 24, 30, 33, 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Swope et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Infosino 
(6,327,346) further in view of Reto et al (5,825,857 hereinafter Reto). 

Regarding claims 6, 15, 24, 30, 33, and 36. Swope in view of Infosino fails to 
show service provider within an intermediary device. 

Reto teaches a method and system for validation hubbing wherein authorization 
request is sent to the hubbing system (abstract, 400 figure 4). Reto teaches a validation 
hubbing system that provides centralized protocol translation for all validation messages 
sent between any two networks and transport links between the network and the 
hubbing system (col. 3 lines 12-29). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Infosino to use 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,407 Page 16 

Art Unit: 2643 

validation hub as taught by Reto providing for a centralized translation hub that allows 
any two connected networks validate messages with each other regardless of the 
protocols each uses as taught by Reto (col. 3 line 20). 

8. Claims 8, 17, 26, 47-48, 51-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Swope et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Infosino 
(6,327,346) further in view of Kamil (4,706,275) 

Regarding claims 8, 17, 26, and 47-48. Swope teaches a method for billing for 
telephone services (see column 1 wherein called party given flexibility to direct charges 
of collect call services to another account), comprising: 

receiving, from the calling device, a destination line number for processing a call 
(see col. 3 lines 5-6 wherein calling party calls a destination number); 

loading a profile for a line subscriber of the destination line number, wherein the 
profile comprises a line subscriber billing plan for the destination line number (see col. 3 
lines 6-10 wherein upon approval of the called party, reverse billing of the telephone call 
from an account owned by the called party other than the account associated with the 
destination number, see col. 4 lines 38-48 wherein the profile for the called subscriber is 
check to determine type of billing allowed. For example, if the dialed number is not in 
database, the call is completed using normal billing methods (i.e. direct billing, credit 
card, calling card, collect charging, an operator, or coins). If the dialed number is valid, 
database is queried to see if calls are permitted to the destination number. For example 
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col. 5 lines 9-10 teach, Line Information Database (LIDB) is queried to determine profile 
for the dialed number (i.e. collect calling denied to this line number); and 

responsive to detecting an answer to the call at a destination device accessible 
via the destination line number, authenticating an identity of a callee (i.e. called party) 
receiving the call (see col. 3 lines 6-10 wherein called party gives approval, col. 5 
Iines19-31 wherein a brief announcement played to called party for Customer 
Identification and Verification (CIV), col. 5 lines 36-37 reveal that speech verification 
may also be used for prompting and collecting information relating to collect call, col. 7 
lines 27-33 discloses called party prompted for CIV, col. 8 lines 6-7 disclose using voice 
recognition of called party); 

replacing the line subscriber billing plan with a callee (i.e. called party) billing plan 
associated with the authenticated identity of the callee (i.e. called party), such that the 
called party receiving the call is billed for services requested by the called party for the 
call (see col. 3 lines 5-15 wherein called party approves billing of telephone call to an 
account owned by the called party to an account not associated with the destination line 
number). 

Swope discloses that telephone service billed to the callee (i.e. called party) is 
accessible at a plurality of destination devices (see col. 1 lines 52-55). 

Infosino teaches method and apparatus for setting user communication 
parameters wherein voice identification of users are used to setup customized services 
(abstract). For example, a sample voice pattern of each user using particular device 
(see calling device 100 and called device 120 figure 1) is stored so that when one or 
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more persons are using particular device the communication parameters or device 
settings are changed via recognizing voice sample (col. 1 lines 13-54). Of course, 
Infosino discloses verifying called party when call made to the called party terminal (see 
col. 4 lines 26-34 wherein activation of user device 100 may be performed when 
attempting to establish communication with user device 120 or when receiving 
communication attempt from the user device 120). In other words, Infosino uses voice 
utterance to enable/disable services available to users using devices 100 and 120 
shown in figure 1. 

However, Swope in view of Infosino fail to show routing call to service provider 
associated with the destination number. 

Kamil teaches using a special exchange owned by service provider, see column 
3 wherein a party wishes to make a telephone call, he uses the nearest available 
phone, removes the handset and dials a special exchange (i.e. traveler phone service 
exchange). After dialing the special exchange the caller is prompt for identifying code 
and the called number he wants to call. Once caller validated the special exchange 
decrements the subscriber's balance as the telephone progresses. In other words, 
Kamil provides special exchange enabling for prepayment for telephony calls which can 
be made from any telephone or from dedicated public telephone (col. 6 lines 6-8). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Infosino to use a special 
exchange as taught by Kamil for the benefit of having the service provider own and 
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control the special exchange thereby allowing any telephone to be used when making 
the call. 



Regarding claim 51 . Swope shows accessing billing information for storage 
system (see database 52 figure 2) within a trusted telephone network (see trusted 
telephone network 10 figure 1) containing database 52 shown in figure 2. 

Regarding claim 52. Swope in view of Infosino fail to show service provider used 
for billing. 

Kamil teaches using a special exchange owned by service provider, see column 
3 wherein a party wishes to make a telephone call, he uses the nearest available 
phone, removes the handset and dials a special exchange (i.e. traveler phone service 
exchange). After dialing the special exchange the caller is prompt for identifying code 
and the called number he wants to call. Once caller validated the special exchange 
decrements the subscriber's balance as the telephone progresses. In other words, 
Kamil provides special exchange enabling for prepayment for telephony calls which can 
be made from any telephone or from dedicated public telephone (col. 6 lines 6-8). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Infosino to use a special 
exchange as taught by Kamil for the benefit of having the service provider own and 
control the special exchange thereby allowing any telephone to be used when making 
the call. 
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9. Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swope 
et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Infosino (6,327,346) and Kamil 
(4,706,275) further in view of O'Neil (6,226,364). 

Regarding claim 49. Swope in view of Infosino and Kamil fails to show request 
for a fund transfer. 

O'Neil teaches method and system for providing prepaid and credit-limited 
telephone services wherein an announcement is played to the originating station or to 
the terminating station indicating that the credit limit has been exceeded (col. 5 lines 52- 
62, col. 15 lines 27-37). In response, an alternate payment source, such as credit or 
debit bank account, may be received for continuing the communication, and the cost 
associated with continuing the communication may be charged to the alternate payment 
source. 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Infosino and Kamil to 
use announcement as taught by O'Neil for the benefit of prompting the originating and 
terminating device for an alternate payment source so that communication may 
continue. 

10. Claim 50 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Swope 
et al (6,639,977 hereinafter Swope) in view of Infosino (6,327,346) and Kamil 
(4,706,275) further in view of Block (5,960,416). 
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Regarding claim 50. Swope in view of Infosino and Kamil fails to show 
purchasing. 

Block allows subscribers the ability to pay for other products or services 
purchased or billed through his or her account (col. 3 lines 24-26, col. 32 line 32 - col. 
33 line 52). 

It would have been obvious for any one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the invention as taught by Swope in view of Infosino and Kamil to 
incorporate the real time subscriber billing system as taught by Block for the benefit of 
allowing subscribers to pay for purchases which are ordered by phone. 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 10, 19, 28, 31 and 34 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Barry W Taylor whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
481 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30am to 4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (703) 305-4708. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to Technology Center 2600 customer service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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